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Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Acer rubrum
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Liquidambar styracifluaHOB, 
6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Quercus robur
6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm Quercus palustris

HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm
Quercus cerris
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Acer rubrum
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Acer freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Acer freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

2x Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

3x Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Waste bin 
e.g. Burri Public Bin 50l

Waste bin 
e.g. Burri Public Bin 50l

Flowering lawn 
e.g. sowing UFA 
flower lawns

Flowering lawn 
e.g. sowing UFA 
flower lawns

Perennial bed 
Prairie-like perennial planting 
acc. list of perennials

401.5 m.a.s.l.

401.3 m.a.s.l.

402.1 m.a.s.l.

401.6 m.a.s.l.

Access to 
residential 
quarters

Access to 
residential 
quarters

Focal perimeter - Plaza, 1 : 200
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All-weather pitch

Green pergola

Existing asphalt

Existing asphalt

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Acer rubrum
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Liquidambar styracifluaHOB, 
6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Quercus robur
6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm Quercus palustris

HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm
Quercus cerris
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Acer rubrum
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Acer freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Acer freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

2x Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

3x Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Waste bin 
e.g. Burri Public Bin 50l

Waste bin 
e.g. Burri Public Bin 50l
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e.g. sowing UFA 
flower lawns
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e.g. sowing UFA 
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Concept topics Materialisation - Transitions
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» Concrete block paving

» High water permeability

» Durable and slip-resistant

» Usage: Curved paths, forecourt, garage driveway or 
entrance area

» Organic ‚soil-binder‘, 100% natural

» High water permeability

» Durable and high shear strength

» Usage: Footpaths and cycle paths including wheelchair 
areas, squares, playgrounds, parks

» Mineral material, regional, favourable

» Sufficient rainwater infiltration

» Regular maintenance required

» Usage: Footpaths and squares, parks, car parks

» Concrete block paving with grass joints

» Aesthetic appearance

» High infiltration capacity

» Improvement of the microclimate

» Usage: Areas with a flowing transition into greenery

» Extensive infiltration of precipitation, groundwater recharge 

» Cost-effective production

» Allows high biodiversity, contributes to habitat networking

» Evaporation of the plant cover mitigates temperature extre-
mes and thus improves the microclimate

» Usage: Areas with low traffic load

» Low-growing, tread-resistant, undemanding

» Less maintenance than a normal lawn

» Flowers provide valuable food for insects

» Usage: Playing turf

» Stable, resilient and green

» High water permeability

» Salting not possible in winter

» Usage: Driveways, car parks, paths or garage entrances
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Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sitzbank
z.B. Burri Public elements

402.1 m.a.s.l.

402.1 m.a.s.l.

401.0 m.a.s.l.

402.3 m.a.s.l.

401.7 m.a.s.l
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Quercus palustris
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm
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HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Quercus cerris
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Quercus cerris
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Acer rubrum
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Acer rubrum
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm
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HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm
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Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm
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Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm
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HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
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Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm
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HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sitzbank
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Quercus robur
6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Quercus palustris
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Quercus palustris
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Quercus cerris
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Quercus cerris
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Acer rubrum
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Acer rubrum
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Liquidambar styraciflua
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Acer freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Sorbus aucupariaa
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Koelreuteria paniculata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Liriodendron tulipifera
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Cercidiphyllum japonicum-
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Tilia cordata
HOB, 6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Quercus robur
6 xv., H. 800-1000 cm

Quercus palustris
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Quercus palustris
HOB, 4 xv., H. 400-600 cm

Quercus cerris
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

Quercus cerris
HOB, 5 xv., H. 600-700 cm

One-way street Gleditsia, Koelreuteria, Sorbus

Liriodendron, Cercidiphyllum, Tilia

Acer, Liquidambar

Quercus 

Columnar Oaks

Malus 

Retention ponds Culture Outdoor gym Community gardenig
Pergola All-weather pitch Semi-private gardening

Water experience Neighbourhood Biopool 
Outdoor classroom

Restaurant School sport
Learning niche

Coffee Boccia

Fireplace Playground

Seepage pipes

Permeable rooftops

Neighbourhood Biopool 

Water lense

Fog showers

Opened Stream

Water element / Retention pond

Encounter zone

Pedestrian main path

Residential access routes

Riverside path

Bicycle path

Dealing with trees Path typologies Scenery concept Water management ARTISAN® Pavement, Tumbled ARTISAN® Pavement, Grass flow Chaussierung, Gravel Gravel turf STABILIZER® Flower lawn Grass paversAttractions - leisure time, sport and movement, community

Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3

Koelreuteria paniculata Koelreuteria paniculata Cercidiphyllum japonicum Cercidiphyllum japonicum
Acer freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’ Acer freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’

Quercus cerris Quercus cerris

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’ Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’ Liriodendron tulipifera Liriodendron tulipifera

Acer rubrum Acer rubrum

Quercus robur Quercus robur

Sorbus aucuparia Sorbus aucuparia

Tilia cordata Tilia cordata

Liquidambar styraciflua Liquidambar styraciflua

Quercus palustris Quercus palustris

Zone 4

Perimeter Perimeter

Existing buildings Existing buildings

Existing trees (82) Newly planted trees (583)

Existing bushes

Existing Hedges

Felled trees (72)
Newly planted bushes (1123)

Analysis

Concept description

Apple trees

Together with its neighboring municipalities, Widnau is one of the 5th strongest industrial areas in Switzerland. 
The good geographical networking of this attractive employment area has been experiencing increasing popu-
lation growth for several years. Widnau will experience a central and urban densification in the future, which 
will significantly increase the pressure on the surrounding outdoor space. Our project perimeter, the „Nefen-
feld“ residential area, built in the 1960/70s, used to be part of a multicultural working-class district that was 
very lively. Today, the residential area needs redevelopment and requires an urban redesign with an attractive 
outdoor space in a post-fossil approach. The landscape architectural concept aims to create a lively, natural 
living space with a diverse and robust outdoor area for all residents, in the spirit of a harmonious community. 

The proximity to the adjacent Heerbrugg train station, one of the main transportation hubs in the region, alrea-
dy offers good accessibility for local and long-distance traffic. To make optimum use of these conditions, the 
most efficient and well-connected route network possible will be created, enabling the shortest possible routes 
from the place of work to the place of residence. The new network of paths optimally connects the newly crea-
ted meeting points and buildings. The entire development will be car-free and the new route network will be 
designed for direct pedestrian and bicycle traffic. Car traffic is becoming less important.

Wherever possible, it is built on the existing stock and demolition is avoided. Today, the residential area has a 
percentage of 50% sealed surfaces. The concept aims to create water-permeable surfaces that enable rainwa-
ter management on site. The sealed surfaces will be replaced with ecologically sustainable, water-permeable 
materials. These merge into one another in a flowing course and are thus intended to prevent a strict separa-
tion of the spaces in between. 

The concept attaches great importance to nature and sustainability. All new and renovated buildings will have 
flat roofs with extensive green roofs. The roofs are used to generate energy and collect rainwater. The façades 
will be extensively greened vertically. In this way, the building and outdoor space create a holistic green appea-
rance. People and nature live in harmony.

Various water elements in the neighbourhood make the outdoor space more attractive and contribute to 
cooling the environment. The water serves as a connecting element and increases the quality of stay at the 

Perennials

Prairie-like perennial planting:

» Echinacea purpurea, Purpursonnenhut
» Rudbeckia triloba, Oktober-Sonnenhut
» Camassia quamash, Prärielilie
» Echinacea pallida, Prärie-Igelkopf
» Coreopsis lanceolata, L. Mädchenauge
» Verbena bonariensis, Eisenkraut
» Veronicastrum v., V. Arzneiehrenpreis
» Linum perenne, Stauden-Lein

Grasses:

» Calamagrostis acutiflora, Reitgras
» Melica ciliata, Wimper-Perlgras
» Sporobolus heterolepis, Tautropfengras

Municipal centre Perimeter

Train station

Rhein

Connection to the workplace

Railway line

New cycle route

Existing cycle route

Highway

Forest

Green spaces

Industrial zone

Commercial zone

Perimeter

= 17’300 m2

= 51’700 m2

= 50 % is sealed!

= 101’500 m2

= 49’800 m2

= 19’700 m2

= 14’700 m2

Permeable surfaces

Existing buildings

Sealed surfaces

Road surfaces (sealed)

Zone 1:

Yellow – Orange - Red

Lead species:  
» Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’ 
 Amerikanische Gleditschie

Supplementary species:
» Koelreuteria paniculata
 Blasenbaum

» Sorbus aucuparia
 Vogelbeere

Shrubs:
» Amelanchier lamarckii
 Kupfer-Felsenbirne 

» Crataegus monogyna
 Eingrifflige Weissdorn

Zone 3: 

Brown-yellow with dried leaves

Lead species:  
» Quercus robur
 Stiel-Eiche

Supplementary species:
» Quercus palustris
 Sumpf-Eiche

» Quercus cerris
 Zerr-Eiche

Shrubs:
» Cornus mas
 Kornelkirsche gelborange

» Prunus spinosa
 Schwarzdorn (Hellgelb

Zone 4:

Red

Lead species: 
» Acer rubrum
 Rot-Ahorn

Supplementary species:
» Acer freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’
 Herbst-Flammen-Ahorn

» Liquidambar styraciflua
 Amberbaum

» Adams Parmäne: Old winter apple variety (1826); 
conical fruit with greenish-yellow skin,
greenish-yellow skin and reddening on the sunny 
side, height 8-10m
Harvest maturity: October, ready to eat: - March

Shrubs:
» Amelanchier ovalis
 Gewöhnliche Felsenbirne

» Cornus sanguinea
 Roter Hartriegel Hellrot

» Viburnum opulus
 Gewöhnlicher Schneeball

Zone 2: 

Yellow

Lead species:  
» Liriodendron tulipifera
 Tulpenbaum

Supplementary species:
» Cercidiphyllum japonicum
 Japanischer Kuchenbaum

» Tilia cordata
 Winterlinde

Shrubs:
» Sambucus nigra
 Schwarzer Holunder (Grüngelb)

» Rhamnus cathartica
 Purgier-Kreuzdorn (gelb-orange)
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Planting concept, Summer / Autumn
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Cooperation plan, 1 : 500

newly created meeting points. Various retention basins are connected to 4-5 buildings each and allow the rain-
water to seep away on site, in line with the sponge city principle.

The promotion of species diversity and biodiversity are crucial to the open space concept. This is based on 
an open and inviting outdoor space design. The addressability of the private, semi-private and public spaces 
is controlled by the paths, the on-site facilities and the planting. Ecologically valuable trees will be preserved 
and supplemented with additional shrubs and green structures. Diverse groups of trees with various individual 
characteristics create the impression of an arboretum and support the microclimate. On hot summer days, 
they provide valuable shade.

Splendid autumn colours provide for a colourfulness even in darker months and set different colour highlights. 
The trees are accompanied by wild hedges with a high berry content, providing protection and food for small 
mammals. A park-like character is created across the entire residential area with curved paths that allow you 
to stroll through different sceneries and varied atmospheres. The Nefenfeld will become living in the park.

Various hotspots are being created across the entire residential area, making the district more attractive for all 
population groups, age groups and social classes. This will promote social mixing and interaction in the neig-
hbourhood. A variety of spaces and a wide range of attractions for socializing and living together will be crea-
ted. A community centre with a biopool brings together residents from different walks of life. Various sports 
and exercise facilities and cultural event spaces support the leisure and recreation offer. A large communal 
garden enables residents to work together to promote self-sufficiency and a healthy lifestyle. Learning niches 
and an outdoor classroom offer quiet spots and allow people to linger and learn in the fresh air.

The eastern entrance to the quarter is formed by an urban square-in-square situation, which leads to the inner 
square via an airy tree filter. This is surrounded by four buildings with public ground floor uses. Cafés with 
outdoor seating areas and shopping facilities make urban life more attractive. A duckweed and two groups of 
trees skilfully enliven the square. Neighbourhood paths lead to the centre of the district. Here you come to the 
central neighbourhood park, right next to Nefenfeldstrasse, which is being transformed into a pedestrian zone 
with a speed reduction. The northern school street is being transformed into a car-free play street. 

The central neighbourhood park is dedicated to the theme of the „edible 
park“. A near-natural meadow orchard with valuable original varieties 
stretches across the area and offers opportunities for snacking. There 
are seating areas under the trees where you can linger and watch the 
action. Further east in the residential area, you will come across the 
neighbourhood square. This offers seating under trees and natural play 
areas for children. 

A ground deck covering the stream forms the eastern prelude to the 
town. Generous openings allow a view into the depths and the blue of 
the stream. The opening up and revitalization of the Ländernachstream 
is at the heart of the district. The stream is intended to bring life to the 
neighbourhood and make the water a tangible experience. Nature will 
be given more space and the quality of life will be enhanced. Steps and 
ramps provide direct access to the water. The riverbanks are designed 
to be natural and biodiverse. The two riverbanks will be used for dif-
ferent types of traffic. The south side is designed as a cycle path and 
offers an efficient connection to the industrial area. Parallel to this, the 
north side offers a riverside path for pedestrians. Two cafés to the west 
and east of the creek opening further enliven the open space near the 
water.

The project creates a residential quarter with a strong identity, which 
is highly attractive for non-motorized traffic, is prepared for the conse-
quences of climate change and can withstand future challenges.

» Yellow Bellefleur: Old winter apple variety (1750); 
medium-sized, conical fruits with yellow skin and 
light red colour, height 8-10m
Harvest maturity: October, ready to eat: November 
- March

» Brown Matapfel: Oldest known apple variety (around 
1600); medium-sized fruit with light red skin, dark purple 
coloured on the sunny side, height 6-8m
Harvest maturity: October, ready to eat: - May

» Bramley‘s seedling: (1813); larger than average, 
spherical fruits in green-yellow with cloudy orange 
speckles on the sunny side, height 8-10m
Harvest maturity: October, ready to eat: November 
- March

» Baldwin/ Woodpecker: (1740); medium-sized, flat-round 
fruits with pale yellow, bright red skin on the sunny side 
and white-yellow dotting, height 6-8m
Harvest maturity: November - March, ready to eat: Decem-
ber - May

» Altländer Pfannkuchenapfel: (1840); medium-si-
zed, flat-round fruit with green-yellow colouring, 
height 8-10m
Harvest maturity: end of October - November, rea-
dy to eat: February - June
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Planting concept, Wooden plants
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